
  

Who is Responsible for Underage 
Drinking? 
 

 
 
 
 

Social Hosting  
“Social Hosting” is a term used to describe any situation 
where an adult allows underage teens to drink alcohol. 
Social hosting can involve providing kegs of beer for your 
teen’s prom or graduation party—but it can also involve 
buying a 6 pack for your teen and a couple of their 
friends.  
 
In some cases: Social hosting can be as simple as going 
on vacation and allowing your teen to throw a party at 
your house, where alcohol is available.  
 
Yes, That’s Right! You can be a social host even if you are 
out of town. It doesn't matter if you knew about the    
party or not. If it is at your house, on your property, it is 
your responsibility. 
 

Lock your liquor cabinet—Don’t leave alcohol in 
your refrigerator: If your underage teen or any of their 

friends sneaks a beer or swig of liquor from your home, 
with or without you knowing, and is involved in any type 
of risky behavior or accident, you, as the adult, are legally 
responsible.  
Examples include: 
 Paying for medical bills 
 Being sued for pain and suffering  
 Being sued for property damage  
 Jail time  

 

A “Safe” Place to Drink? 
One of the most common misconceptions about     
social hosting is that allowing teens to drink at home 
helps keep them safe. Adults who let their teens 
drink often say they are trying to prevent tragedies, 
like accidents caused by drunk driving, but they are 
forgetting about other consequences of teenage 
drinking. 
 

Social Hosting and the Law 
Several states, including PA, have laws in place aimed 
specifically at social hosts. More recently, individual 
cities have passed ordinances that make social 
hosting illegal. Adults who provide alcohol to           
underage teens are facing serious consequences               
including: 
 Heavy Fines 
 Jail Time 
 Probation 
 Revoked/Suspended driver’s license 
 

Facts about Social Hosting 
Teens may not be able to legally purchase beer, wine, 
or liquor, but according to a survey  conducted by the 
American Medical Association, many teens get access 
to alcohol from adults they know: 
 

 1 out of 3 teens said they can get alcohol from 
their parents 

 2 out of 5 teens said they can get alcohol from 
their friends parents 

 1 out of 4 teens have been to a party where 
adults allowed underage drinking  

 

Keeping Alcohol off the Guest List  
Keep the guest list small, have a “zero-tolerance”  
alcohol policy, talk to your teen about your             
expectations, lock up your liquor cabinet and  remove 
alcohol from the refrigerator, stock up on snacks and 
non-alcoholic drinks, stay at home the night of the 
party, don’t let guests bring people you don’t know. 
 

For more information: Contact the              
Prevention Staff at Blair Drug & Alcohol   
Partnerships, Inc.  
(814) 381-0921  
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